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February 10-11
Watershed as an Organizing Concept
Jefferson City
Provides teachers with an under-
standing of “watershed” as a
framework for learning about water
quality and quantity, managing water
resources and for making responsible
decisions.  1 hour graduate credit,
Lincoln University ($60).  $30 regis-
tration fee.  Contact: Joe Pitts or Jim
Lubbers at 800/361-4827 or 573/526-
6627.  

February 17
Spineless Wonders
Saint Louis Zoo, St. Louis
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Teachers of
grades K-3.  Bring the wonder of
invertebrates to life for your students.
We will also provide information
about maintaining animals in your
classroom.  “Bug” your co-workers to
take this workshop with you. $15.
Contact: Saint Louis Zoo, 314/768-
5466.

February 22
Project WILD: Bringing the
Environment into Your Classroom
Interface A (Teachers of grade K-6)
Auditorium, Tan-Tar-A Resort, Osage
Beach, Noon- 6:00 PM
Learn to use Project WILD, an inter-
disciplinary environmental education
program emphasizing wildlife and
habitats.  Receive the Project WILD
and WILD Aquatic guides.
Participants must register for
Interface A.  An additional fee of
$15 must be paid in the session.
Contact MU Conference Office
573/882-4087 for registration
materials.

February 25
Missouri Project WET Water
Education for Teachers
Interface B (Teachers of
grades 6-12)
Auditorium, Tan-Tar-A Resort,
Osage Beach, Noon - 6:00 PM

Participants will receive the Project
WET Curriculum and Activity Guide,
experience several activities from the
Guide and practice using the activ-
ities.  Participants must register for
Interface B.  An additional fee of $15
must be paid at the session.  Contact
MU Conference Office, 573/882-
4087 for registration materials.

March 22-25
National Science Teachers
Association Convention
St. Louis Convention Center
Approximately 18,000 educators are
expected to attend this four-day
event.  For information, go to
<www.nsta.org> and follow links for
the 2001 convention.  Of the
hundreds of concurrent sessions and
presentations, a significant number
(10% or so), are categorized as
primarily related to environmental
education.  One portion of the
exhibit hall will be entirely devoted
to environmental education and is
known as “EE Street.”  Contact Jim
Lubbers at <nrlubbj@mail.dnr.state.
mo.us> for updates on this event.

March 31
Lions & Tigers & Bears, OH MY!
Saint Louis Zoo, St. Louis
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  Teachers of
grades PreK-K.  This Zoo
tour/workshop, which includes the

Children's Zoo, will show you
how to enhance your Zoo

visit with on-site activities
and other educational
opportunities that exist  at

the Zoo.  You will be trained in
the use of the preschool activity

tote bag (free checkout during
your Zoo visit) which intro-

duces students to ten
Zoo animals through
observations, actions

and manipulatives.
$7.  Contact:
Saint Louis Zoo,
314/768-5466.

March 31-April 4
National Association for
Interpretation, Region VI Workshop
Manhattan, Kansas
Interpretation training for historians,
naturalist and educators.  Provides
workshops in outdoor and indoor
interpretation techniques.  Contact:
Mark Morgan, Kansas State
University, Manhattan, KS  66507,
785/532-1406,
<http://www.gpnc.org/nai.htm>. 

April 21
Earthfest 2001
Discovery Center, Springfield
Includes Steve Trash, zoo animals,
environmental exhibitors, volunteer
recruitment and one big environ-
mental celebration.  Free admission.
Contact: Ann Carter, 417/862-9910,
Ext. 701.

April 27-29
HOOT (Hands-On Outdoor Training)
YMCA of the Ozarks, Potosi
Here's an opportunity for the whole
family to enjoy a weekend in the
outdoors.  Courses include canoeing,
fishing, horsemanship, introduction to
rifle and shotgun, outdoor cooking,
climbing, and many more.  Minimum
age to attend is 4.  Fee ranges from
$50-150 per person depending on
your choice of lodging.  All fees
include meals for the weekend.
Contact:  Mariah Hughes, Ken Sloan
or Stephanie Upton, Missouri
Department of Conservation,
573/751-4115, <hughem@mail.
conservation.state.mo.us>.
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1. Have students read the following dilemma in
groups of two or three and answer the following
questions.  This is a brief scenario and cannot
possibly cover all the opinions and emotions of
the people affected by the situation.  For this
reason, groups should identify what further infor-
mation they feel they should know in order to
draw conclusions or make recommendations.
Also, have students identify all individuals or
groups that should have input into the search for
a solution.

2. Student groups can then look for similar issues
in this week’s newspapers.  What issues are
people trying to make decisions about?  Who
needs to be involved?  Think about whether the
news articles prey on peoples’ emotions, as
opposed to simply stating facts.  The groups can
then make decisions about how they would
handle these issues.

Dilemma
Plans are underway to build a new swimming pool
in your neighborhood.  A site has been chosen that
will be safe for kids arriving by bike and will
provide enough space for an Olympic-sized pool.
However, the state botanist has just issued a report
that there is a small population of a very rare
native plant on this site.  Your community has
already gone through a lengthy process to choose a
site that would meet its needs and some people are
upset that plans might be changed because of a
handful of plants.  People have suggested building
around the plants or moving them to a safer

area, but others worry that destroying the habitat
could cause irreversible damage since these plants
only grow in certain types of soil.  Answer the
following questions:

A) Who is potentially affected by this dilemma?
B) What would your community gain by saving the

plants?
C) What else do you need to know to make the

decision about whether or not you agree with
the plans to build a pool on the site?

D) Would you feel differently if there was an
endangered animal rather than a rare plant on
the site?  Why or why not? 

To receive a classroom quantity of Outside In, write to
Missouri Department of Conservation, “Missouri
Conservationist” magazine, PO Box 180, Jefferson City, MO
65102-0180.

5-8Hug a Flower?
After reading “A Bouquet of Flowers” in the February issue of Outside In, discuss the importance of
plants. The plant kingdom provides us with food, shelter, clothing, medications and oxygen to breathe.
While many people feel a connection to animals that are endangered, endangered plant species are
often overlooked, if not completely ignored.  

The following exercise is from Plants in Peril, a publication by the Center for Plant Conservation.  You may order a Missouri specific
edition by writing to: Distribution Center, Missouri Department of Conservation, P.O. Box 180, Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-0180.
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Paper Facts
Environment Recycled Paper is made from
Over 75% recycled paper including 25%
post consumer fibre.  


